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1 JOHN r IV, 21. 


157 this Commandment n we e from bin, 
that he who loveth God, j ye his Bro- 0 
ther alſo. 8 25 ay 3 00 


4: FT — H E true End and Deſign. .of Religion 

is manifeſtly this; ro make Men wi- 

ſer and better; to improve, exalt, 

and perfect their Nature 80 reach 
them to obey, and love, and imitate God ; 

_ cauſe them to extend their Love and Goodaet 
and Charity to all their Fellow-Creatures, each 
in their ſeveral Stations, and according to the 

-meaſure of their ſeveral Abilities ; in like man- 

ner as the univerſal Goodneſs of God, extends Nit 

it ſelf over all his Works through the whole 
Creation; And to oblige them to govern the WC 
Paſſions of their Mind, with Moderation; and It. 
the Appetites of their Body, with Temperance. 0 

_ This is plainly the chief End and Deſign of true II 
Religion; And whoever acts contrary to all or 
l 

| 
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KAàaAny of theſe great Rules, by wilfully diſho- 
nouring God, by hating his Brother, or by a- 
I buſing and corrupting himſelf ; is either a falſe 
and hypocritical Profeſſour of the Truth, if he 
does theſe things in contradiction to the plain 
Rules, and in defiance of the Laws of his 
Religion; or elſe the Religion which he ny [- 


. A Sermon Preached, c. 
ſes, is itſelf a filſe and corrupt Religion, if he 
does ey of theſe things in compliance with the 
Principles, and by permiſſion of the Laws there- 
of. The Religion of the Church of Rome is 
therefore a falſe and corrupt Religion ; becauſe, 
as it diſhonours God by mixing Idolatry with Di- 
„vine Worſhip, and gives Men too much en- 
couragement to corrupt Themſelves, and to in- 
dulge their vicious Inclinations and Habits, by 
n, allowing them, through many Superſtitious Rites, 
i- to reconcile! a wicked Life with the Hopes of 
t, Heaven; ſo it particularly permits, nay and re- 
h cquires Men to hate and perſecute their Brethren; 


1 


| 


o And thoſe whom, for want of the Arguments 
Jof Reaſon and Truth, they are not able to con- 


vince and bring over to their Party, they indea- 
vour by all the ways of Violence and Cruelty 
to root out and extirpate from among Men: As 
if the Religion of Chriſt was intended to deveſt 
Men of common Humanity, and the Service and 


Glory of God could in good earneſt be promo- 


ted by the Deſtruction of Mankind. This is 
, None of the greateſt Corruptions of an excellent 
IInſtitution, that can be imagined z wen Reli- 


ion it ſelf, inſtead of promoting the univerſal 


eace and Happineſs and Welfare of Men, is 
made to authorize ſuch Practiſes, the prevention 
whereof is manifeſtly the chief and greateſt End 
for which any Religion can reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed to have been inſtituted at all. Particular 
Perſons, under the Profeſſion of the beſt and pu; 
reſt Religion in the World, may be led away 
with ſome Degrees of this Spirit of Errour; 
% through 
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throug hs falſe Zeal, and a miſtaken n : 
as — of the Apoſtles themſelves were for cal. 
ling for Fire from Heaven upon the Sainaritans 
who refuſed to entertain our Saviour: But the 
Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, the pure and uncor- 
rupted Doctrine of our Saviour, is entirely op- 
poſite to this Spirit; and teaches us nothing but 
Love and Peace, M eckneſs and Charity, Pati- 
. ence and F ee. one towards another. [ 
a Man ſay, I love God, and bateth his Brother, 
be is a liar; For this Commandment have ue 
from him, that be 1 loverh God, ove, his Bro- 
ber alſo. . ; 


Im the following Diſcourſe upon wh ich Works, 
I ſhall endeavour, Firſt, to ſhow briefly the great 
Obligation; which lies upon all Men in general; 
conſidered as Equals,; to practiſe this excellent 
Duty of Love and Meekneſs, Patience and For- Iti 
bearance one towards another. And, Second), 
I ſhall confider ſome of the principal and moſt re- 
markable Variations of, this Duty, arifing from 
the different Relations and Circumſtances that 
Men fant in one thyyarde another, : 


| LAs to the Obligation Shanks ties! upon all F 
: Men in general, conſider d as Equals, to practiſe 


this great Duty of univerſal Love, Meceneſse and 
Charity; tis evident 


" 1#.-That by the Orieical Order. ad Conſli- 
tution of Nature, Men are ſo made and frained, 
that they neceſſarily want one another's Help 
154 3 for ny: n arp 5 
reſer- 
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Preſervation in the World. They cannot ſub- 
fiſt; at leaſt they cannot enjoy any Comfort of 
Life, independently on each other; but arg ma- 
nifeſtly fitted by the very Frame of their Na- 
ture, to live in Communities; and Society is 
abſolutely neceſſary for them; and the Bond of 
all Society, is mutual Love, Charity and 

Friendſhip. No in this reſpect, all Men na- 
turally ſtand upon the ſame Level; they have 
all the ſame natural Wants and Deſires; they 
are all in the ſame need of each other's Aſſiſt- 
ance, and are equally capable of injoying the 
Benefits and Advantages of Society. Tis ma- 
nifeſt therefore, that every Man, as he is a 
Man, is bound by the Law of his Nature, by 
common Humanity, to look upon himſelf as a 
Part or Member of that one univerſal Body or 
Community, which is made up of all Man- 
kind; to think himſelf born and ſent into the 
World on purpoſe, to promote the publick 


-EGood and Welfare of all his Fellow- Creatures; 


and conſequently obliged, as the neceſſary and 
only effectual Means to that End, to embrace 


chem All with univerſal Love, Charity and 


Benevolence. Po 
And as all Men are obliged to this, by the 
neceſſary Law and Condition of their Being, and 
by all the outward Circumſtances of the prefent 


tate, wherein God has placed them; fo they 


are alſo ſtrongly prompted to it by the natural 

Inclinations of their own Minds, when not cor- 
upted by the practiſe of Vice. For by Nature | 
en are plainly diſpoſed to be kind, and mg 
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Man, than being helpful and beneficial one to 


ral Diſpoſition ; they would univerſally enjoy 
as far as their Vices will permit, Men till de- 
fire to keep up a general Commerce and Com. 


creaſe their Dependencies, by 2 Af. 
finites; and to enlarge their Friendſhips, 


ties, by a Communication af Arts and Labour 
 ferving which Societies in any tolerable and 
. ſhows plainly what the direction and tendency i 
 aF:uncorrupted Nature is. 005 
fing both the plain Law of his Being, and al- 
ſo acting contrary to the Reaſon of his own 


Mind and the natural Inclination of his un- 
corrupted Affections, do willingly any hun 


any miſunderſtandings or provocations may 
happen to ariſe, he ought immediately to in- 


< 


ly, and willing to do good. Nothing tel 
rally more agreeable and pleaſant to the Mind of 


another; And, did they not ſuffer Covetouſneſs 
and Revenge, and other fooliſh and abſurd Paſ- 
fions, unreaſonably to over-rule this their natu- 


N= — Fr 


the happy Fruits and Effects of it. For even 
in the preſent moſt corrupt eſtate of the World, 
munication with each other; they love to in- 


riendiiups: by 
mutual good Offices; and to eſtabliſh Socie- 


and Induſtry. The only poſſible means of pre- 


durable manner, being the practife of mutual 
Love and univerſal Charity and Benevolence; 


* 


No Man therefore can, without tranſoref- 


or miſchief to any Man; but every one is 
obliged for the publick Benefit, to indeavour 
to do good to all, and to love all Men even 
as himſelf; And, upon what occafion ſoever 


deavout 


to all differences, aſſoon as poſſibly he can. 
By this means the World would become as 


happy, as 'tis poſſible for Men in this preſent 
State of imperfection to be: And nothing hin- 


ders Mankind from arriving actually at this de- 


gree of Happineſs, but molt perverſe and moſt 


unreaſonable Iniquity. 


For, in order to bring about this great and 


ccellent End, vis. univerſal Love and Friend- © 
ip, and all the happy Effects and Conſequen- 
es of it; nothing further is requiſite, than 


hat Men do to others in all reſpects, what 


hey would reaſonably defire that others ſhould + 


n like Circumſtances do to Them. This is 
Il that is really meant by loving others as 


hemſelves; And thus much they are manifeſt- 


y obliged to, by the plaineſt Equity, and by 
he cleareſt Reaſon in the World. Every Man 
ö defirous, and thinks it highly reaſonable, 


hat others ſhould deal with Him, according 


o the Rules of Equity, Humanity, and Friend- 
up; that they ſhould be tender of his Life, 
ſtate, and Reputation ; that in matters of 


ommerce, they ſhould treat him with Juſtice, 


airneſs and Truth; that in things wherein 


e ſtands in need of their Aſſiſtance, and has 


vod ground to expect it, they ſhould be wil- 


ng to relieve him according to their Power ; 


at in caſe of ignorance or miſtake, they 


ould be ready to inform him; and where ihe _ 
23 given any Offenſe, to forgive him upon 


he 
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deavour to appeaſe with gentleneſs, rather than 
exaſperate. with retaliations ; and put an end 
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his deſire of Reconciliation. This every Man 
thinks reaſonable in his own caſe ; and there. 
fore he is undeniably bound to think it rex 
ſonable likewiſe, when ever it be another Man 
caſe to expect the like from him. And if be 
does not act according to this judgment; he 
is manifeſtly guilty of ſuch Iniquity and Un. 
_ righteouſneſs, as nothing but Cuſtom in Wick 
edneſs and the Number of Evil Example 
could be able to ſupport Men under, and har 
den them in the practiſe of it, againſt th: 
Shame and Self-condemnation of their ow! 
Minds. For, what is in it {elf fit and right 
to be done, every Mans own Conſcience plai 
ly tells him; and, whenſoever he gives hin 
ſelf time ſeriouſly to conſider and review h 
Actions, it accordingly either applauds. an 
commends him, and affords him great pleaſu 
and Satisfaction, from the ſenſe of his havin 
anſwered the chief Ends of his Creation, an 
complied with the higheſt Obligations of 
Nature, in having endeavoured to promote th 
univerſal Welfare and Happinefs of Mankin 
by the practiſe of Truth and Righteouſne 
Meekneſs, Goodneſs and Charity; or elſe, « 
the other fide, it cannot but ſecretly reproat 
and ſeverely condemn him, for having ad: 
the contrary part. Which Judgment of Caf 
ſcience, though Men may indeed conceal fro 
the World, and aiemble their Senſe of ti 
weight of it upon their own Minds, in reſpe 
fo their own Actions; yet it always diſcove 
it ſelf in the Cenſures they paſs upon the A 


5 


Cod Himſelf is Love, as the Apoſtle *- | 
ſtiles him; an infinite and inexhauſtible Foun- 


ons bf Others, For, how much wickedneſs and 
uncharitableneſs, or pride and contentiouſneſs 


ſoever, Men can overlook in themſelves ; yet 
there is no Man, but in judging of others, 


where his own Intereſt and Paſſions are not 
concerned, will rightly enough diſtinguiſh con- 


cerning the characters of Perſons, and the true 
value of Mens Actions; will give juſt applauſe | 
and commendation, to Men of meek and peace- 


able and quiet Spirits, Lovers of Mankind, 
ſuch as delight to do good, and to make All a- 
bout them as eaſy and happy as they can ; and, 
on the contrary, will freely condemn the pro- 
moters of Hatred, Animotity and Contention. 


All which plainly ſhows, both what the Law _ 


of our Nature, and what the driginal Inclina- 


tions of our Affections are, when not corrupted - 


with the practiſe of Vice. 2 
2. As all Men are obliged thus by the neceſ- 
lary Circumſtances and Condition of their Being, 


and alſo by the original and natural Inclinations 
of their own Minds, to Love and to do Good 
to each other, according to their {everal Powers 


and Abilities : So they are {till further and 
more ſtrictly obliged to the practiſe of the fame 


Duty, in Imitation of the Nature, and in Obe- | 


dience to the Will and Law of God. 


tain of never-failing Goodneſs : Who, being in- 


finitely and eternally happy in the injoyment 
of his own unſpeakable Perfections, could have 
no other Motive to create things at firſt, ge 
. 0 . 


| 


1 John 4, 8 
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only that he might communicate his Goodneſs 


and Happineſs to his Creatures; and continues 
to preſerve them for no other Reaſon, but that 


he may ſtill continue to do good to them. He. 


maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil 


ir 5,45 and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain 
Acts 14, 179. on the Fuſt and on the Unjuſt > Giv- 


ing us from Heaven fruitful Seaſons, 
and filling our Hearts with Food and Gladneſs, 


Nov for the ſame Reaſon that God does Him- 

ſelf continually delight in doing Good, and 
ſeems always to take eſpecial Pleaſure in deſcri- 
hing himſelf by that particular Attribute of Love 


and Goodneſs ; for the ſame Reaſon it muſt ne- 


ceſſarily be his Will, that all reaſonable Crea- 
tures ſhould imitate him in that excellent Per- 
fection; and, by the Practiſe of mutual Love 


and Charity, permit and aſſiſt each other to in- 


joy in particular the ſeveral Effects and Bleſſin gs ' 
of the Divine univerſal Goodneſs. God cannot 


but be pleaſed with ſuch, who indeavour to con- 
form themſelves to the likeneſs of his Divine Na- 
ture, and make it their Buſineſs, according to 
the extent of their Power, and the meaſure of 
their ſeveral Abilities, to promote the Welfare 
and Happineſs of all their Fellow- creatures; in 
like manner as the Love and Goodneſs and Mer- 


cy of God extends itſelf univerſally over all his 
Works through the whole Creation. He has gi- 
ven us noble Powers and Faculties on purpoſe, to 
inable us to 1-nitate him in the exerciſe of theſe 
excellent Attributes: He has endued us with 


Reaſon and Underſtanding for that very End ; 
be ST nt 


„ Vw Ts > x _Þ we 


that we might be able to diſcern hetween Good © 
and Evil, and learn to chooſe the One and avoid 
the Other: He has implanted in our Minds 
ſuch Affections and Diſpoſitions, as naturally 
incline us to be kind and friendly and charitable 
one towards another: He has ſo framed and 
conſtituted our Nature, and ſo ordered the Cir- 
cumſtances of our preſent State, as to make 
Society and Friendſhip neceſſary to the Sup- 
port and Comfort of Life; on purpoſe that 
Men might be continually exerciſed in the 
Practiſe of theſe divine Vertues : He has in- 
terwoven the Intereſts of Men, and made the 
Happineſs of every particular Perſon depend 
pon the Welfare of the Publick ; that each 
dne, from the Senſe of his own Wants and Ex- 
gencies, might ſee the reaſonableneſs and ne- 
eſſity of making it his principal buſineſs to do 
ood to others: In fine; He has given us no 
ther way of expreſling ſo acceptably our Love 
nd gratitude to Himſelf, whom we have not 
en; as by Loving and doing good 
d our Brethren, whom we have | 
en ; For no Man hath ſeet- God at 7 J0M- 4.12 
y time; But if we Love one ano- © * 

ber, hereby we know that God, tho* inviſible, 
et really dwelleth in us, and that his love is 
e fected in us, and that we dwell in him and he 
n 18, becauſe we are Imitators of his Nature 
Ind Partakers of his Spirit. And thus much 
. even from the bare Light of Nature 
„ | . | 
But then, 3dly, The Chriſtian Religion car- 
3 Ba xies 


1 Joh. 4. 21. 


„ 1 


Before the Quee. 11 


12 4 Sermon Preached 


ies our obligation to the practiſe of this Ex- 
cellent Duty, ſtill much higher. We are Now 


Eph. 4. 4+ 


ven as ye are called in one hope of your calling ; 
One Lord, one Faith, One Baptiſm, One Gol 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through 


Again: We Chriſtians, have not only th 


known to Us by right Reaſon, and by the Lig! 
of Nature, and by our continual Experiend 


obliged to love and to do good to one another, 
not only by the ties of common humanity, as 
we are Men, and partakers of the ſame common 
Nature ; but we are further to look upon our 
ſelves as Brethren in a more peculiar and emi- 
nent manner, being all the Children of God 
in Chriſt, all Members of the ſame Body, all 
Partakers of the ſame Spirit, all Heirs of the 
ſſame Bleſſed Hope of Immortality, 
There is one Body, and one Spirit, e. 


all, and in you all, Wherefore I be. 
*Þ* feech you, ſaith the Apoſtle, that 9. 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith Je art 
called, With all lowlineſs and meekneſs, wit 
long-fuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 1 5 


Eph: 4, 1 


Example of Gods Love and Goodneſs in gener! 
propoſed to our Imitation, as theſe excellen 
Attributes of the Divine Nature are mad: 


of that good Providence, which prefides over al 
and does good to all, and manifeſts it ſelf daily 
all the works of God through the whole Creation 
But we have moreover the Example of Gods goo! 

| neſs and loving-kindneſs manifeſted tous in a a 
F VU. particu 


[ 
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particular and extraordinary manner, in that 
ſingular Inſtance of the Redemption of Man- 
kind by the Death of his Son ; Of which ex- 
ceeding great and undeſerved Mercy, we being 
all partakers, and having all our hopes of Hap- 
pines founded upon it, are conſequently un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Obligation poſſible, to be in 
our proportion kind and merciful and charitable 
to our Brethren, as God has been intinitely good 
and merciful to Us. 'This argument 1s ſtrongly 
urged by the Apoſtle St Paul. Col. 3, 12. Put 
on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and be- 
loved, bowels of mercy, kinaneſs, humbleneſs of 
mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering ; Forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any Man 
has a Quarrel againſt any; even as Chriſt for- 
gave you, ſo alſo do ye: And above all theſe 
things, put on charity, which is the bond of per- 
fefneſs ;, and let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to the which alſo ye are called in one 
Body. * (= bs. : 2 

Laſtly; As we are Chriſtians, we are obliged 
to love and to do good to each other ; not only 
by our knowing in general, from the conſidera- 


tion of the Divine Nature and Attributes, that 


it muſt needs be agreeable to the Will of God, 
that we ſhould do ſo ; but by having moreover 
received it, with fingular inforcement, as the pe- 
culiar Law and Command of our Saviour, on 
which he inſiſts particularly, and ſeems to re- 
commend it above all others, as the moſt abſo- 
lutely neceſſary and indiſpenſable Qualification 
of a ſincere Chriſtian. A new Commanament, ſaiti 


— — ; . 
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he, I give unto you, that ye love one another; as. 


T have loved you, that ye alſo love one another; 


Joh. 13, 34. And he makes it as it were the 
diſtinguiſhing Mark and Badge of his Diſciples : 
By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, 


if ye have love one towards another. He himſelf, 


whilſt he was here upon Earth, went continually 
about, doing good; and in fo doing he has ſet us 


an Example, wherein he indiſpenſably requires 
that we ſhould follow his Steps. And according- 
ly we find the Apoſtles every where declaring, 


that univerſal Love and Charity, is the End of the 


Commandment, the principal Aim and Defign of 
our whole Religion, 1 Tim. 1, 5. That he that 
loveth his Neighbour, hath fulfilled the Law; 
For that all the Commandments are briefly compre- 
bended in this Saying, Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
hour as thy ſelf, Rom. 13, 8. And again; That 


all the Law is fulfilled in one Word, even in this, 


Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, Gal. 5, 
14. Inſomuch that whoſoever wants this ex- 


cellent Virtue; all his other Pretenſes of Religi- 


on whatſoever, and of Zeal for the Service of 


* God, are declared to be vain and of no value. If 


a Man ſay, I love God, end hateth his Brother, 


bei a Lyar, 1 Joh. 4, 20. And St Paul in like 
maanner; Though I ſpeak, faith he, with the 


Tongues of Men and Angels, and have not Chari- 


7 : T am become as ſounding Braſs, or 4 tinkling 


/ymbal ; that is, all my Pretenſes to Religion are 


falſe and empty; And though ] bave the Gift of 


Prophecy and underſtand all Myſteries and all Know- 
ledge; and theugh' I have all Faith, fo that I 


" hed 
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cauld remove Mountains; and have no Clarity; 
I am _— And though I beſtow all my Goods 
to feed the Poor, and though I give my Body to be 
burned; and have not Charity; it profiteth me no- 
thing; 1 Cor. 13, 1. And the Reaſon why ſo 
particular a Streſs is laid upon the practiſe of this 
great Duty of univerſal Love and Charity, is 
lain. Namely, becauſe it is That Temper and 
Diſpoſition of Mind, which is the higheſt poſſible 
Improvement and perfection of our rational Na- 
ure; *Tis that which makes our Souls like un- 
o God, who is Goodneſs itſelf; Tis That which 
n the nature of the Thing itſelf is of the laſt 
nd utmoſt importance, as being naturally and 
eceſſarily the Condition and Ground both of 
ur preſent Happineſs and of that which is to 
ome : *Tis a Qualification of Mind abſolutely 
eceſſary, to make us capable of the Sight of 
od, and of the Happineſs of Heaven: For we 
uſt be like God, if we will ſee him as be is: 
nd we muſt firſt attain that Diſpoſition of Mind, 


* 9 i”. od _ * 


herein the Happineſs of Heaven eſſentially con- 
Its; if we will hope to be Partakers of that 
f Wappineſs : In a word, that frame of Mind which 


clines us to do good, and to take delight in do- 
Ws it, is itſelf the Temper and Diſpoſition of 
ppineſs ; and without this, *tis no more poſ- 
le for a rational Creature to be made Happy, 
an it is to alter the Nature and Eſſences, the 
ceffary and eternal Reaſon and Proportion of 


hy Love and Charity and Goodneſs, are con- 
ntly preferred before all other Vartyes ; as be- 


| TY 


: before the Queen. 15 5 


hings. This is the plain and neceſſary reaſon, 
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ing the ultimate End and Deſign of Religion, 
and themſelves a principal and neceſſary Ingre- 
dient of the Joys of Heaven. Almoſt All other 
Virtues, or Gifts and Excellencies whatſoever, 
are but as Means to this End; and to be done 4. 
way, when that which is perfect i is come. Hope, 
is but the preſent expectation, and Faith the 
firm Belief, of thoſe things which ſhall be made 
manifeſt hereafter; and when that comes toi 
paſs, then Theſe Virtues, and all other ar 
which are in order to theſe, muſt neceſſarily ani 
cor 1: 8 Of courſeceaſe. Whether there be pro- 
| te © phecier, they ſhall fail; whether tho 

Be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there 
knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away : But Charity an 
Goodnels, never fail: Theſe are diſpoſitions d 
mind, which are begun in the J 3r7ues of thi 
life, and compleated in the Glory of the next 
which will grow up with the improvements 
our Knowledge and Virtue here, to a perfect ani 
unſpeakable Happineſs 1 in the injoyments of ti 
| World to come. 

And now, could any Man, who ſeriouſly col 
fidered theſe things, and was unacquainted wit 
the Practiſe of the World, believe it poſlible, thi 
Men who profeſſed that holy Religion which 
plainly teaches this doctrine of Peace, ſhould ye 
ſo directly contrary to the whole End and Deli 
of the Religion of Chriſt, (as is too plainly ti 
practiſe of the Chief Propagators of the Romi 
Faith,) indulge their Luſts, their Paſſions, the er 
Pride, their 8 their Ambition ſo if 1; 
as not __ to be the cauſe of Envyings, * 


DB D 


Wars and Fightings neceſſary among 
Chriſtians? to the infinite Scandal of our moſt 


Vl eonfiufron and every evil work 
F 
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and Contentions, but even to mae 
Jam. 4, . 


holy Religion, in the ſight of Jews, and Turks, 


and Pagans; among whom the name of God is 


blaſphemed through Us, as it is toritten; Rom. 
2, 24. Could {uch a one believe it poſſible, if it 
was not too manifeſt in experience; that Men 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould opprefs 
and bite and devour one another, and not be afraid 
of the Apoſtles threatning, that they 
ſhould be conſimed one of another ? 
And is it not ſtill much more abſurd, that Re- 
ligion it ſelf, that the Religion of Chriſt, the 
Religion of Peace and Love, which was intend- 
ed to reconcile Men to God and to each other; 
ſhould it ſelf be made the occaſion of Hatred, 
Animoſities and Contentions; nay, of the 
greateſt Oppreſſions and moſt inhumane Cruel- 
ties? In a word, that Pretenſes of Religion it 
ſelf; ſhould produce in Men that Spirit, for the 
preventing whereof all Religion was principally  ' 
and ultimately intended? I ſhall conclude this 
Head with-thoſe remarkable words of the Apoſ- 
tle St James, 7am. 3, 13. Who is a wiſe Man, 
and indued with, knowledge amongſt you 8 Let 
him ſhew out of a good converſation bis Werks 
with meekneſs of Wiſdom ; But if ye have bitter 


| Gal. 5, 15. 


evyings and ſtrife in your hearts, glory not, and 


lie not againſt the Truth; This Wiſdom deſcend- 
eth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, de- 
viliſh 97 where envying and e 1, there 74 : 

| r the wiſuom . 
. 
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That is from above, is firſt pure, peaceable, gen. 
_ tle, and eaſie to be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits; &c , 
II. It remains that we proceed in the 2d place : 
to conſider briefly ſome of the principal Varia- 
rions of this great Duty, ariſing from the diffe-, 
| rent Relations and Circumſtances which Men WW, 
| _ - ftand in One towards another. | 
. And here the Practiſe of this Duty is diver/- In 
| fied as many ways, as there are different Sta- 
| tions, or different Circumſtances and Conditi- I 
$ ons of Men in the World. I ſhall only men- 
= tion theſe following; from which all the reſt In 
] may eaſily be deduced. 


o 


I/. What this great Duty of Love and Cha- I. 
| - rity obliges us to, in reſpe& of our behaviour IM; 
| ; towards Superiours and Inferiours. 0 
*  2adly. How it obliges us to behave our ſelves i 
5 towards our Enemies, or thoſe who have done 
1 us any particular Injury. And * 
= _ _-* 3dly. How it obliges good Men to behave 
themſelves towards thoſe, who are either neg- 
lefers and deſpiſers of Religion in general, or ſo ſh 
unhappy as to be involved in ſome particular . 
great and pernicious Errors. ö 
I /t. In reſpect of our behaviour towards Su- hi 
periours, the Dnty of wniverſal Love is to ſhow Wh 
forth it ſelf in hearty, willing, and cheerful N 
Obedience to the Commands of thoſe whom God 
has ſet over us; In delighting to promote their hat 
Honour, and to increafe amongſt Men that Du- ſhy 
ty and Reſpect, which is due to Authority; In Bil 
thinking Them that Rule well, worthy of doublt 


onour; 
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Honour ; and (becauſe all Government is a Bur- 
den, as well as an Honour ; therefore) this du-. 


ty particularly obliges us to endeavour to make 


careful and diligent and conſcientious diſcharge 
of our ſeveral Duties, each in our reſpective Sta- 


tions; ſo as'unanimouſly to promote and forward 


! Wall the Ends and Deſigns of good Government, 
the Execution of wiſe and wholſom Laws, and 
the Peace and Proſperity of the Publick, 
In reſpe& of our Behaviour towards Inferiors ; 
the Duty of Chriſtian Love, is to ſhow forth it- 
elf in juſt and righteous and merciful Dealings; 
n readily relieving the Neceſſities of thoſe that 
ant”; in delivering and vindicating the Oppreſ- 


e in Errour; in reproving the Wicked, and by 
ood Example as well as good Advice, perſwa- 
ing and bringing them to a better Mind ; In a 
ord, in doing all the Good we can, both to the 
ouls and Bodies of Men; in imitation of our 
wiour, -who went about doing good. T 5 
Now by how much the greater any Man's 


hom much the higher his Station is in the 
orld; of ſo much the greater is his Power of 
ing good, and by ſo much the more glorious 


ow Fts exerciſing and imploying his Power to that 
ful Nrellent and noble End. And here is the true 


immortal Glory of wiſe and good Princes, 
at ag they repreſent God in the Exerciſe of 
wer and Authority in the World, ſo they re- 
ble him alſo in the application of that Power 


that Burden as light and eaſy as we can, by a 


d; in inſtructing the Ignorant and thoſe that 


ower or Riches or Intereſt or Authority is, and 
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to ſerve the Euds of Virtue and . in 
promoting the publick Happineſs of Mankind. 

We is not defirable for its. own ſake, | any 

more than Wiſdom and Knowledge ;, but only 

for the ſake of that greater Good, which: It in- 

| ables Men to do in he World. And to abuſe 
Power to the inſlaving aud deſtroying of Man- 

kind, aud to the ſerving ſuch: Purpoſes, the pre. 

| venting whereof is indeed the only g nod. Reaſon 

| for which Power is truly defirable, is the great. 

eeſt Weakneſs and Abſurdity in the World. Io 

 1mploy great Power and Riches, in conquerinz 

and ſubduing many Nations, in cauſelefly. pppreſ- 

fing Multitudes of People, and ſubverting the 

common Rights and Liberties of Men, is the 

greateſt Folly, as well as the: greateſt Wichenneß 

inaginable; and nothing can be more weak and 

contrary to Reaſon, than to call that Ambition 

by the Name of Glory and Greatnefs, which 4 

really the moſt inglorious and the maſt difhona 

rabls thing in Nature. God is the Supreme C 

vernour of the World, poſſeſſed entixely: of at 

ſolute and ee Power; yet he, mals 

uſe of that Power. to na other End, hut to pr 

ſerve and ſupport and do 'g00d, to 2ll, his:Cre: 

Cures, according to their {everal, Natureß and 

pacities: He # good; and does, god; and teen 

Goodneſs his greateſt Glory; and. Herter, th 
Title which he mofkdeliwhts tc to'bs deſcribed b 

True Greatneſs therefore, ug eee e 
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ruly and illuſtriouſly his Vice-gerents, when 
they look upon a large Extent of Power, to be 
only a greater Compaſs of doing Good; when 
they imitate God, in being Lovers and Preſervers 
of 4 1 and making Government a Protec- 
tion and Security to all that live under it. And 
[if beyond this, they be ſtill further enabled to 
reftrain the Fury of Oppreſſors abroad, and to 
be Vindicators of the common Rights and Liber- 
ties of Nations; this is ſtill a higher degree of 
true Honour and Greatneſs, and a becoming re- 
ally the Praiſe and Glory of the whole Earth. How 
unſpeakably happy is that People, om whom God 
has vouchſafed to beftow ſo ineſtimable a Bleſ- 
ling. ! And how thankful ought we to be, that 
the Deſcription of ſuch Felicity, is at This Time 
the exact Deſcription of our own Caſe! 
24. In reſpect of our Behaviour towards our 
Enemies, or thoſe who have done us any particu- 
lar Injury; the Duty of univerſal Love and Chas 
rity, is to ſhew forth itſelf in a willing and rea- 
dy Diſpoſition to forgive them upon their Re- 
pentance and deſire of Reconciliation. F thy 
Brot her treſpaſs againit thee, rebuke him; and 
F he repent; forgive him- + Andi he Treſpaſs A 
gaintt thee - ſeven times à day, and ſeven times in 
a day turn again tothee, ſaying, I renent; thou 
ſhalt for give him, Luk. 17, 3. This, we Chri- 
ſt ans are in a particular mayer obliged to, bx 
the Example of God's much greater Goodneſs 
and Compaſſion towards Li. Since God has for- 
given us All, our ten Thouſand Ta.. 
lente 3 nothing can be more reaſo: 
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= nable in the nature of the thing i itſelf, tha 
that we ſhould be moved BY that Example, to 
forgive one another freely our hundred Pence 
And to have compaſſion each on our fellow-ſer. 
vants, as God has had pity on Us. But beſides N 
| the reaſonableneſs of the thing itſelf, God has i 
moreover made it the expreſs Condition of our 
own injoying the benefit of His gracious Par- 
don: For, ſo hkewiſe, faith our Saviour, ſhall 
my beavenly Father 2 alſo unto you, if ye from 
Jour hearts forgive not every one his Brother theiz 
Treſpaſſes, Matt. 18, 35. And accordingly we 
| are directed even in our daily Prayer, to ask For- 
| giveneſs at the Hands of God; only upon ſuch i 
= — and in ſuch Manner, as we forgive 
| one another our Treſpaſſes. And This, is up- 
on Suppoſition of our Enemies repenting : But 
if they do not repent ; yet even ſtill we are obli- {W 
ged to love and bleſs them, to pray for them, and 
take all Opportunities of doing good to them; 5 
after the Example of our heavenly Father, who þ 
\ goth good even to the Evil and to the Un- 
thankful. "Nevertheleſs all that is ſaid upon 
this Head, is to be underſtood of private, not 
of the publick Enemies; againſt whom neither 
the Laws of Nature nor of Chriſtianity, have 
provided any other way of ſecuring our ſelves, 
than by indeavouring to deprive them of the 
Power of hurting Us. F 
L.aſth, in reſpels of the bohavicws of Good 
Mien towards thoſe who are either neglecters and 
de eppiſers of Religion in general, or ſo unhappy 
2s co be involved in ſome ien great and 
8. 1 
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pernicious Errors; The Duty of univerſal Love 
and Charity, obliges us to endeavour by all the 
; Mways of Gentleneſs, inſtruction and reproof, to 
r- bring them to Repentance and a. better Mind. 
Magiſtrates indeed, and thoſe who are placed 
n Authority, may and ought to make uſe of 
puniſhment and ſeverity, towards thoſe who ars 
guilty of ſuch Crimes, as are deſtructive of hu- 


al Fnane Society; And the ſtrict Execution of good 
aws, is in that caſe an inſtance of the greateſt 
i» Move and Charity to the Publick. But other- 
7e Nriſe, it is the Dury of 4 Servant of the Lord, not 


o ſtrive, but to be gentle unto all Men, 
ppt to teach, patient; In meekneſs in- 2 Tim. a, 
rufting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, 
God peradventure will give them Repentance 
the acknowledging of the Truth. For, the 
i- Math of Man, worketh not the Righte- 
d Wuſneſs of God; and our Saviour him- 
ef ſeverely condemns that Spirit, which ſome 
f his Diſciples diſcovered, when they deſired 
o call for Fire from Heaven, upon the Sæ- 
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n aritant who refuſed to give him reception. 
t Puch perſons as are not yet come to have a right | 
r Penſe of Religion in general, it is our Duty to 


erſwade by Reaſon and Arguments; to con- 
„ ince them of the. Being, Attributes and Provi- 
> Fence of God; of the neceſſity and infinite im- 
Portance of Religion; of the unalterable diffe- 
nce of Good and Evil; of the reaſonableneſs, 


xcellency, and poſitive Evidence of the Chriſtian 


e involyed in any particular pernicious Errors, 


5 evelation. And thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to 
; it 
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it is our Duty to inform, inſtru@, reprove, : 
© by all Chriſtian means indeavour to bring Fr 
Ty to. the acknowledgment of the * 


Taking care above all things, to ſhow. them 
our good Examples, and by the influence 
the Truth upon our own. Lives; that we ha 
no other deſign in indeavouring to convin 
them, but theirs and our own Salvation. 
promoting which Ends, we ſhall do well to h 

always imprinted on our minds thoſe excel 

Words, wherewith Sr James concludes his 
file : Brethren, if any of you do err from the tral 
and one convert him; let him know, that he mb 
converteth the Sinner fromthe errour of his, wi 
ſhall ſave a Soul from death, and N lade 4 4 

5 ritude e ES. _ 


